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Northwestern University Library
was invited to send a participant to
this meeting in recognition of its
contribution of 21 World War Il era
posters to the exhibit "They Were
Fighting for Our Freedom." The
exhibit was organized by Prof. Efim
Rezvan of the Peter the Great
Museum of Anthropology and
Ethnography (Kunstkamera) of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, St.
Petersburg (left).

AUL of Special Libraries Jeff Garrett
traveled to the conference as a
guest of the organizers,
representing Northwestern's
Library on behalf of University
Librarian Sarah Pritchard, who was
unable to attend.



The Slovak capital
Bratislava was the
site of this
conference,
organized by the
World Public Forum
"Dialogue of
Civilizations," an NGO
based in Vienna,
Austria, and founded
by Vladimir Yakunin,
an important figure
in the political life of
Russia.



The actual venue of the conference and exhibit was the new Crowne Plaza
Hotel in downtown Bratislava, a short walk from the historic town center.




l.  The Exhibit

"They Were Fighting for Our
Freedom"



—

Posters were grouped thematjcally, with
Russian and American posters usually
paired. Here, a Russian and an American
pilot are put adjacent to each other.
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Because so many participants arrived
late due to the Icelandic volcano, Jeff
and Antony Wynn, a participant from
the UK, offered to hang the exhibit.
The offer was gratefully accepted!
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T — The exhibit had already been
' i shown at four other venues
'he :across Europe—here some
pictures from the most recent, at
The Hague in the Netherlands.
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Our posters were certainly very well protected during the coiference!
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' Northwestern's

contribution.



“THIS WORLD CANNOT EXIST

A well-produced catalog was edited by Dr.
Efim Rezvan, Deputy Director of the Peter
the Great Museum of Anthropology and
Ethnography (Kunstkamera), St.
Petersburg, on behalf of the Center of
Russian National Glory (Moscow/St.
Petersburg).

On the right: "FIGHT FOR FREEDOM!", one
of the 22 posters in the catalog, a
contribution from Northwestern University

Library's World War Il poster collection.
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Dr. Eﬁﬁt Rezvan, the \)
organizer of the exhi ! o

and author of the, -~ \
catalog, at lunch with a
British naval veteran




IIl. The Conference

"65th Anniversary
of the End of World War II:
Lessons to be Learned from History"
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Lessons to be learned frrom History
International Conference

Under the Auspices of H.E. Robert Fico, Prime Minister of Slovakia,
H.E. Dmitry Medvedev, President of Russia, H. M. Juan Carlos I, King of Spain

Time Event

Opening Session — Welcome Speeches
¢ Robert Fico, Prime Minister of Slovakia 15°
¢ Representative of King of Spain 5°
e Representatives of foreign governments 5° each
e President of WPFDC V.I. Yakunin 15°

09.00-09.45
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On the left, Vladimir Yakunin, convenor of the conference

and one of the most powerful men in Russia today. On the
right, Walter Schwimmer, formerly Secretary General of the
Council of Europe. In the middle, a Dutch war veteran.
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To the Center of National Glory of Russia, St. Petersburg
with gratitude from

Northwestern University Library, Evanston, Hlinois, USA
Presented Bratislava, April 2010

The gift to our hosts: an original
archival photograph of Dmitri
Shostakovich receiving an honorary
doctorate from Northwestern in
1973, splendidly mounted by our
conservation lab. Jeff Garrett
presented it to Mr. Yakunin
following a short speech to the
plenary session on the importance
of libraries and archives as
"protectors of memory."
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The conferenc‘ !
was attended by
2 representative o"f;,_
1‘1 governments
Q% of NGOs from

A\ across Europe,
&W )& 8 North America,
- %\* Central Asia, and
the Middle East,

’ as well as by
numerous

veterans of World

War Il las special
guests of honor.
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V. Wreath-Laying
Ceremony

With Honor Guard, at the Slavin
monument outside Bratislava, led by
Prime Minister Fico of Slovakia






ceremony at the Slavin
onument. The honor

b 'éﬂard consisted/of

i

-Slovak military.







The organizers worked hard to
have veterans from all Allied
countries present as well as
representatives of many
oppressed regi@ns and pegple




The End

For more information (and more photos!)
from the conference and of the World War Il
posters exhibit, contact Jeff Garrett of the
Special Libraries Division, Northwestern
University Library.



http://www.library.northwestern.edu/sl/
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